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An interesting chapter of the early
| history of Stone Arabia is opened
with an extract from the minutes of
the Tryon county committee, dated
Dec. 19, 1776; “Resolved, That the
Rangers of Capt. Christian Getman's
company stationed at Stone Arabiu |
rhall in the time of their leisure,
when and which of them are not em-
vloyed in ranging, cut timber for
building a certain fort in the said
place, under the sole direction and
command of lsaac Pariy, Esq., Jno.
Eirenlord, Sec.”

The Rangers, whose duty was to
1ange the forests, were organized
under the act of provincial congress,
July 23, 1776, when it was “Re-
solved, That there be raised in the
county of Tryon to be divided into
three companies each to consist of
one captain, two lieutenants, three
kergeants, three cornorals and fifty-
eight privates. One of these com-
panies was known as the Stone
Arabia Rangers and was under the
command of Capt. Christian Getman,
and Lieutenants James Billington and
Jacob Sammons.

Christian Getman was a member of

’v-n Rnnmlnr of the 2d Brigade o{T

Albany militia wax ordered to Fort

where Co). Klock was stationed
with the 2d Regt. of Tryon county
Militia. Gen. Van Rensselaer writes
Gov. Clinton at length of the con-
ditions there suying among other [;
things: “1 have appointed persons to
muke enguiry Wwhat quantity of
flower and beef can be collected, but
much fear it will be far short of your
cxpectation. Could your excellency
see the distressed situation of this
country, you'd sincerely feel for its
dirtressed inhabitants, ux every little
fort is crowded with block houses, re-
plete with inhabitants and their |
anxiety is much increased lhruuuh
fear that some of the troops will be
called from this county, which has
already too few by the acoounte of
the field officers. An Indian went
down to Albany last night from Fort
Schuyler, who says the enemy sre
coming in force against that garrison.
Some of the enemy’s Indians burnt
the empty houses at Snyder's Bush !
yesterday; it is about 18 miles dis- |
tunt from this place; and they are
frequently discovered in small par-
ties.” Soon after, Gen. Van Rens- ,
scluer left the fort to assist the
Canajoharie men ut Furt Schuyler.

one of the early families to settle in
Stone Ara When the first Getman

‘came to America is not deﬂmtely|m.nd at Fort
known but they probably were among of that same year Sir John Johnszon
the Palatines who came in the year|with his forces raided the valley,

Icronmz the river at \pr-kvr- on the 1

1710.

In the State Library at Albany is
a photostat of a list of Palatine Im-
migrants into England in the year |
1709, being a list of those who ar-
rived at St. Catherines the 11th of
Jure, 1709. Among the names is a
Casrer Getman, aged 36 yre, his
wife; sons aged 16-14-8-3; and
dauchters aged 6-5-2. They are regis-
(tered as Lutherans. Whether this en-
I'ire family came to America hax not
ivet been learned but I believe that
perhaps the eldest son may have
come because of this record just
hrought to light.—a record of the
naturalization of a group of men for
American  citizenship in  Albany
|October 11, 1715, and among the
group was Frederick Getman, If this
oldest son of Casper Getman was 16
vears of age in 1709, his hirth must
have occurred in 1693, and he would
therefore be twenty-two years of age
in 1715. 1 am now endeavoring to
find where he lived when naturalized
and so perhaps can find the rest of
the family.

The firet record that we have of
our family is of a Frederick Getman
who settled at Stone Arabia and who
married Mary Bierman, the daughter
of John Bierman, his partner. The
Biermans were patentees of Burnets-
field Patent in 1725. It is said that
Frederick Getman settled at Stone
Arabia in 1720 and purchased lots
No#. 62, 84,68, and 68 in the Stone
Arabia Patent from Hendrick Six,
with Johannes Bierman, later buying
Bierman's interests so that he owned
700 acres in a hody, and had also
some desirable possessions, in Bur-
i nettsfiald, -

Frederick and Mary Bierman Get-
man had 6 children, George, John,
Frederick, Christian, Mary and Eve.
George was born at Stone Arabia,
May 1, 1723, and may have been the
eldest. He married Udelia Shoemaker
and they had four song and 1 daugh-
ter. Christian was born Mar, 6, 1733,
and married Ann Eve Zimmerman.
They had 8 children, and he is the
Capt. of the Rangers referred to
above. Frederick born 1736 married
Barbara Frank, and John married
Anna Maria Merckels. All of these
sons, with the exception of John,
served dUring the American Revolu-
tion, and some of the sonx served in

In September, 1780, Col. John
Brown had 276 men under his com-

and in October |
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morning of the 19th, with a hrue
!furce of men to attuck Fort
ICol. Brown a very brave man, left his
|little fortress and led his men to at-
tack the foe, meeting them in battle
nearly two-thirds of the way to nh]
river. Overpowered by nunibers he |
fell, and his blood with that of more
than 40 of hir brave followers, dyed |
the fertile fields of Stune Arabin. He |
was sealped und stripped of his cloth- |
ing for it was impossible fur his men
to bear off his hody at the time, for
they had to retreat at once, seeking |
sufety in the Fort if they were able
to reach it or in the furest. It is kaid |
that George Getman (son of the|
pioneer) fired the first shot in thel
Rattle of Stone Arabia. Simms tells |
that ax he, Getman, was fleving from
the battlefield, he overtook a young |
Yar'ge soldier, who teok hold of his
hayonet belt, must assisting him but
retarding his own flight. After pro-
ceeding in this manner awhile, the
helt hroke and the lad fell hehind,
%00n to he tomahawked and scalped.
Getman pussed east through a gate
wf the fence, having to stoop to go
under the upper bar, and a= he
atooped he heard a bullet strike the
board over his head. He was not pur-
sued any further, and in passing a
fallen tree in a little grove, he heard
¥ voice saying, “Come here, brother!”
Concealed under this tree he found
Jacob Snell w'un. with
# wounded shoulder. ey both ad-
justed their pun-locks, and soon after
saw an Indian step upon a stump, and
while they had a good aim upon him,
did not know how near other savages
might be and =o did not dare fire.
George Gelman tock off his hat and
was in the act of examining Snell's
wound, when a hawk flew down and
struck its talons into his bald scalp
causing the blood to flow freely. Not
seeing the hawk he thought an Indian
had struck him, hut turning around
and seeing no Indian, he did not
know what it was until his companion
told him. Getman exclaimed: “Blitz,
that’s a warning,” and they soon
made their way up a ravine in safety
to Fort

As soon as it was safe to do so,
the hody of Col. Brown was removed
from the field and later huried in the
church yard where an imposing

the Colonial Wars. Mrs. Hatch says
that Frederick Getman and his wife
are buried in the Church yard at
Stone Arabis, but that the graves are
unmarked. Many of the others are
buried in the graveyard on the Get-
man homestead near Ephratah.

Fort which Capt. Christian
Getman's Rangers helped to build,
stood on a summit of ground said to
be 1,000 ft. above sea level, half a
mile to the north of the Stone Arabia
churches and between 3 and 4 miles
to the northeast of Fort Plain. It was
a palirade enclosing strong block
houses and was large enough to ac-
|comodate a garrison of two or three
hundred men. It was begun in De-
cember, 1776, and completed in the
Spring of 1777, taking its name from
Col. Issac Paris, a merchant of
prominence, who came to Stone
Arabia from Alsace in 1737. It was
built of solid hewn timber and was
two stories high with the upper story
projecting over the lower on all sides.
This was considered a very important
post, being usually manned by a
company or two of Rangers. Col.
Klock and Lieut. Col. Wagner had
much to do with its command.

In the Fall and Winter of 1779, it
became the headquarters of Col.
Frederick Fisher, who commaded this
and its adjacent military posts. In
December of that year a number of
three monthx militia men were dis-
persed on account of the lateness of
the season and the improbability of
immediate invasion. In the Spring
of 1780 the supervisors of the county
autherized a ferry over the Mohawk
at John Walrad's, and recommended
the raid John Walrad to Governor
Clinton for a license. This was done
becaure it was highly necessary to

marks his grave. The
bodies of his men who had fallen
were placed on a sled, although there
was no snow on the ground, and

to an open trench near Fort

where they were buried side by
side in the clothe« in which they had
fallen.

Fort - was 1aken down early in
the nineteenth century, its timbers
being used in the construction of
buildings now standing in that lo-
cality. This small fort has served its
purpose and served it well, through
many thrilling scenes, Its walls had
offered protection for the terrified
settlers of the neighborhood. Brave
men had commanded there, brave
men had served there, and brave
men had gone forth to death from
this frontier post. To the people of
Stone Arabia, Fort amall
though it was, furnished the only
barrier hetween ‘hem and the forces
of the King and 'he tomahawk of the
savage. The sitc of the Fort has been
marked with a State Marker and the
Battlefield of Stone Arahia with a
large houlder.

Lillian D, Van Dusen

preserve  communication  between
Forts Plank and Paris.

On June 24, 1780, General Robert |



